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On behalf of Prim e Minister Nechirvan Barzani I  am  very pleased to be with you today to 
part icipate in these very engaging discussions. I  thank the sponsor, the Bertelsm ann 
Foundat ion, for their init iat ives and very at tent ive efforts in m aking these talks pleasant ly 
possible.  
 
My fellow panelists, ladies and gent lem en 

 
I raqi Kurdistan, the Kurdistan Region of northern I raq, looks forward to becom ing a full-
fledged, integral, and equal part  of a new, bet ter I raq  -  an I raq where personal security, 
the rule of law, and genuine freedom  prevail and will be sustained. Within it self and with 
our neighbors, we look forward to a new, bet ter I raq where all our societ ies will progress 
and prosper, t ogether, in realizing their peaceful dream s.  
 
Twice as a result  of wor ld shaking events we as a nat ion were brought  to junct ion points 
where we were offered crit ical choices. There were the events em anat ing from  the 
invasion of Kuwait  in August  1990, notably the Gulf War and its afterm ath. Then, in late 
1991 the regim e liberated the Region by withdrawing its administ rat ion. They separated 
us from  the rest  of the count ry by establishing a m ilitarized line. They abandoned us.  An 
adm inist rat ive and legislat ive vacuum  was created. 
 
I t  is the norm  of hum an beings to organize them selves to secure the rule of law so as to 
protect  lives, property, liberty, r ights, and dignity of cit izens. The dem ocrat ic principle 
has been shown to have universal validity. We chose to hold elect ions ( in May 1992) , and 
to establish a parliam ent  and regional governm ent .  
 
We did not  choose to separate then.  We do not  choose to separate now.  We st ruggled 
to funct ion under the sam e st ructure and according to (m ost  of)  t he sam e laws that  
prevailed throughout  the rest  of the count ry. Though we have occasionally faltered, we 
have been successful. This success was achieved without  the fear, t he repression, the 
oppression, and the cruelty and brutalit y the regim e took to the heights of infam y. 
During the past  dozen years the Kurdistan Region has had a different ,  separate, posit ive, 
governing experience. Freedom  without  fear becam e well established.  Personal security 
and polit ical stabilit y becam e norm s.   
 
I t  wasn’t  always this way. And it  didn’t  happen by itself.  We did it , with the protect ion, 
help, and support  of the internat ional com m unity, especially the U.S. and the U.K.  We 
are indeed grateful. The relat ively bet ter lives of the nearly 4 m illion I raqis in the Region 
are to your credit . 



  

 
This year, 2003, is the other junct ion point , a m uch m ore prom ising one. We are again 
faced with crit ical choices. But  we face the choices with hope, a hope that  was 
unim aginable while the regim e was in power. We thank the United States and the United 
Kingdom  for their concerted, decisive act ion that  brought  all I raqis to this junct ion point .  
 
We support  their effort s -  their daily, life- threatened endeavors – in cont ribut ing to the 
creat ion of a new, bet ter I raq. We are deeply saddened by the ult imate sacrifices they 
have m ade, and that  cont inue to be m ade. As the discussion paper suggests, we 
welcom e U.S. forces staying in I raq for a num ber of years in order to establish an 
inclusive and accountable polit ical system . 
 
At  this j unct ion point , we face the challenges of sustaining our gains, securing our fair 
share of the count ry ’s public resources, growing farther and faster econom ically, and 
cont ribut ing to the generat ion of a new, bet ter I raq. With hope, m uch hope. We m ust  
proceed carefully, quickly, and deliberately. 
 
First  and forem ost , we have a history that  cannot  and should not  be forgot ten or ignored. 
We are constant ly guided by it . This history m ust  be recalled so that  it  is never ever 
repeated in any form  and to any degree again, for any I raqi, anywhere. I  will not  go into 
well-docum ented details of that  history in this venue. Since the regim e’s fall, however, 
along with m ore m ass graves, m ore details of the regim e’s genocidal behavior are being 
revealed alm ost  daily. 
 
As a count ry, t ransform at ion of I raq begins and ends with the t ransform at ion of I raqis as 
a people. Transform at ion cannot  and will not  occur unless and unt il the current , 
persistent  state of denial is t ranscended. We are not  a m at ter of oil and m arkets.  We are 
m at ter of people, all the people of I raq, including the people of the Kurdistan Region. 
 
We will do our part  and go m ore than half way. I n m oving toward a bet ter future for all 
I raqis, the Region looks forward to integrat ing with the rest  of the count ry without  losing 
the progressive m om entum  that  has developed especially within the past  five years.  
 
We began a dozen years ago with the t ransform at ion of the polit ical system . Since 1991, 
we have been reconst ruct ing dam aged com m unit ies, infrast ructure, and the econom y. 
We aim  to cont inue, within a sovereign and independent  I raq that  m aintains it s terr itorial 
integrity. Our peshm erga forces are dedicated to m aintaining that  sovereignty, that  
independence, that  t err itorial integrity. 
 
A new, bet ter I raq will not , and cannot , occur unless the interests of each and every area 
of the count ry are given full considerat ion. As I  understand it , this is what  representat ive 
dem ocracy is all about . I ’ve spent  all m y life in I raq, m uch of it  in Baghdad. My personal 
experience with dem ocracy is based on one year studying outside the count ry. Basra is 
as im portant  as Baghdad as is Erbil or Duhok or Suleim aniyah, as is every place and 
person around the borders and within.  
 
“ I nclusion”  is a com pelling watchword. But  we as a nat ion cannot  and will not  accept  
token inclusion. We will not  be m arginalized. We will not  be junior partners. The risks are 
too great . Our history tells us so. I t ’s about  security. We cannot  rely on the internat ional 
com m unity to be our safeguard forever. We seek inclusion where we actually feel 
included, where we effect ively cont ribute to nat ional policies and st rategies. 
 
Regim e change occurred only a very short  three m onths ago. Rom e was not  built  in a 
day and neither will I raq be reconfigured in a year. Given experiences and im pressions so 
far, however, it  will take m uch longer than it  needs to. Only I raqis can m ake I raq work 
for I raqis. The US, UK, UN, EU, and others – can only help and support . Much of what  we 
achieved occurred under very threatening circum stances. The Kurdistan Region is an 
excellent  exam ple of what  I raqis can do for them selves.   



  

 
We invite you to visit  us, see and talk around, and find out  for yourselves.  We are I raq.  
Com e. Get  to know us. Start  in Kurdistan to learn about  I raq, it s fr iendliness and its 
substant ial capabilit ies. Venture to Kirkuk and Mosul, less than one hour away. Baghdad 
is only a 4-hour drive to the south. Recent ly, U.S. forces t ransferred an I raqi m ilitary 
airst r ip to civilian cont rol and we eagerly look forward to the establishm ent  of 
internat ional air service to facilitate your t ravels. 
 
 
The Region’s recent  history, as m any of you know, is about  intense dest ruct ion, 
dislocat ion, disappearances, and disrupted lives. Since the 1960s, over 4,000 
com m unit ies were dest royed -  leveled!  -  including towns of 30,000 people and m ore. 
Recent ly discovered docum ents indicate the dest ruct ion had only just  begun. The 
genocidal cam paign would have gone m uch farther if it  weren’t  for the events of 1990-
1991.  
 
The discussion paper speaks of an “oppressive and ext rem ely violent  record”  and “a 
rem arkable level of polit ical violence.”   We look to a new, bet ter I raq that  is t ransform ed 
to a stage where such observat ions are inconceivable. 
 
The Region looks toward pursuing the future of I raq in close cooperat ion and 
collaborat ion with all I raqi peoples everywhere in the count ry. The Region has a long way 
to go in reaching the aspirat ions of it s people.  Despite a good beginning, it  st ill has only 
just  begun. 
 
Since 1991, over 3,000 of those dest royed com m unit ies have been reconst ructed, and 
reset t led by som e 100,000 fam ilies. But  another 100,000 internally displaced fam ilies 
and returning refugees cont inue to live in substandard condit ions. I ncom es rem ain so low 
that  if free food dist r ibut ion were stopped, 60%  would not  be able to feed them selves.  
We st ill have too m uch to do. 
 
The cent ralizat ion of at tent ion and power that  was the norm  before April 9 th  -  “4-9”  -   
has been followed by another cent ralizat ion of at tent ion and power after the regim e’s fall. 
Today, as before, the focus on I raq is all about  Baghdad. Reconst ruct ion efforts are 
excessively cent ralized in Baghdad. I t  would appear that  the powers that  be, including 
the UN, have decided that  the rest  of the count ry can wait , or is less consequent ial.  
Every I raqi everywhere is a person of consequence.  We I raqis are a proud people.  We 
do not  accept  being t reated as lesser. We’ve waited long enough.  Now, we need not  wait  
any longer. 
 
Last  week’s 105-page UN Hum anitarian Appeal docum ent  is a st r iking exam ple. I t  talks 
about  I raq as if the Kurdistan Region need not  exist . There is alm ost  no m ent ion of the 
three northern governorates, a region the UN should know the m ost  about  because, 
there, ten UN agencies have been, for over six years, deeply involved in m anaging the 
largest  hum anitarian assistance program  in the world.  
 
Decisions on nat ional policy and st rategy are being m ade without  considering the 
interests of Kurdistan, Basra, and other parts of the count ry. This is not  inclusion. We 
look toward this state of affairs being corrected in the very near future. 
 
I t  is not  enough for Kurds and Arabs and Assyrians and Turcom ans to claim , and say, 
they are I raqis.  We the people of the Kurdistan Region were not  allowed to feel I raqi on 
equal foot ing with others. We seek this t ransform at ion in the m inds and hearts of our 
fellow count rym en, supported by the internat ional com m unity. 
 
Recent ly, at  the Global Sum mit  of Wom en in Marrakech, the I raqi delegat ion was 
requested to stand and be recognized. The audience acknowledged us enthusiast ically. I t  



  

was very m oving and I  was very deeply touched.  I  felt  I raqi.  These wom en of the world, 
from  m any count ries, m ade m e feel I raqi.   
 
I  look forward to that  sam e support ive feeling from  m y fellow count rym en. The 
t ransform at ion will not  be easy. Again, there is a history, personal experience, long and 
deep feelings. I t  will take t im e before denial gives way to reconciliat ion, a process that  
has yet  to be discussed, m uch less applied. But  without  it  there will be no personal 
t ransform at ion. And without  personal t ransform at ion there will be no inclusion. There will 
be no I raq.  I t  starts with us as a people, not  with us as oil or as a m arket . 
 
During the past  twelve years, we in the Kurdistan Region have been t ransform ing the 
living condit ions of thousands of fam ilies who suffered under the regim e. Thousands of 
houses, water system s, schools, health centers, and dozens of other projects pertaining 
to educat ion, health, elect r icity, water, sanitat ion, agriculture, reset t lem ent , dem ining 
( the Region has over 10 m illion landmines) , and telecom m unicat ions. Though UN 
perform ance left  m uch to be desired, the oil- for- food program  was im m ensely helpful.  
 
The m arch to war, however, curtailed the program . More than 500 m illion dollars worth 
of fully funded proj ects that  were started all across the Kurdistan Region have been 
stopped and are not  being com pleted.  Another $500+  m illion worth of approved and 
fully funded projects were not  even started. We need the t ransform at ion of our econom y 
the program  was support ing.  I raq needs it . 
 
We have always welcom ed the involvem ent  of t he internat ional com m unity in the Region. 
The EU’s ECHO, UN agencies, NGOs, ICRC, and bi- lateral assistance agencies (USAID-
OFDA, ODA/ DFID, SIDA, etc.) , and num erous internat ional NGOs have been ext rem ely 
helpful and support ive. We are indeed grateful. 
 
We need to m ove toward real resource accountabilit y, and unam biguous t ransparency. 
Despite it s posit ive im pact , the oil- for- food program  im plem ented by ten UN agencies in 
the Region was, regret tably, not  up to acceptable standards.  I n this, the largest  
hum anitarian program  in the world, there were virtually no im pact  perform ance criteria 
being m onitored, nor t im efram es. The Security Council passed the resolut ions, and then 
took an approach that  served vested interests m ore, not  the interests of I raqis. UN 
perform ance needs to be reset  t o favor,  first  and last , the people of I raq. 
 
This is perhaps the only, certainly the largest , hum anitarian program  in the world 
supported by the beneficiaries. The internat ional com m unity via the UN holds our funds 
in t rust  and spends them  on our behalf. To this day, we do not  know accurately and 
com pletely the status of our m oney – how m uch exact ly was earned and how m uch 
exact ly was spent . There are quest ionable deduct ions for pipeline fees and oil spare 
parts. And there is the long outstanding m at ter of com m ercial bank interest  on 
substant ial unspent  funds. How m uch is it?  We have a r ight  to clearly know where we 
stand. 
 
The Marshall Plan provided $13 billion, $90 billion in today’s dollars, to 17 count ries. The 
oil- for- food program  provided m ore than $40 billion to one count ry. Despite the 
t rem endous resources available, after m ore than six years, half the funds earned and 
earm arked for the Kurdistan Region rem ain unspent . Som e $4 billion worth of 
hum anitarian goods and services have yet  to be delivered. (One sm all exam ple am ong 
m any, and there are m uch larger ones:  $14 m illion allocated for m edicines over five 
years ago rem ains unspent .)    
 
We st r ive for a new, bet ter I raq.  We also need a new, bet ter UN.  Our 12-year 
experience with the UN, especially the six plus years of the oil- for- food program , 
convinces and com pels us to state that  we cannot  agree with the discussion paper’s 
proposal that  the EU advocate the suprem e authority of the UN and the Security Council 
throughout  the t ransit ion process.  



  

 
Regarding federalism , our form al claim  for a dem ocrat ic, pluralist ic, federal I raq goes 
back a dozen years to October 1992, to one of the earliest  sessions of the Kurdistan 
Nat ional Assem bly, our parliam ent . Back then, the KNA declared the federal union of 
I raqi Kurdistan with the rest  of I raq.  We cont inue to stand by that  declarat ion today. The 
com m uniqué of 4 October 1992 states:  

 
Thus the parliam ent , in exercising its dut ies and its r ight  to decide the 
dest iny of I raqi Kurdistan in accordance with internat ional com m itm ents 
and convent ions, has agreed unanim ously to specify the legal relat ionship 
with the cent ral governm ent  of I raq as one of federal union within a 
parliam entary, dem ocrat ic I raq based on a m ult i-party system  and respect  
for  hum an rights. 

 
The parliam ent  em phasized the legal principle of recognizing the right  of the people of 
the Kurdistan Region to decide their own dest iny and its m utual benefit  to the Kurdish 
and Arab peoples. I t  also recognized the nat ional, cultural, adm inist rat ive, and 
const itut ional r ights of the Turcom ans and Assyrians. 
 

TRANSFORMATI ON OF I RAQ BEGI NS AND ENDS W I TH W E I RAQI S. AS I RAQI S W E MUST PURSUE 

THE FUTURE OF A NEW , BETTER I RAQ, AN I RAQ W HERE EVERYONE I S TRULY EQUAL, W HERE NO 

I RAQI  ANYW HERE I S MORE EQUAL OR MORE I RAQI  THAN ANY OTHER. 
 

THANK YOU. 
 


