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Members of Congress oppose Turkish invasion
of Northern Iraq

‘Mareh 24,2003

In a letter to President Bush, over iwenty Members of Congress from both parties are
exprossing their strong opposition o any irvasion of Northern Iraq by Turkish military forces.
Reports from the region convey that thousands of Turkish soldiers arc prepared to cross the
border into req despite clear Statements from the Bush Administration urging the Turkish
‘government not to o so. A Turkish invasian of Iraq is an affront to Coalition efforts (o liberatc
the Iragi Nation during “Operation Iraqi Freedom,” and challenges United Sates policy of
sccuring Traq's teritorial integriy.

“We are deeply concemed about the real prospect that countries neighboring Irag will
deploy troops into that country. This woulé not serve U.S. national security interosts or those of
Iraq’s population,” the bipartisan letter states.

The letter also poiats out: “The existing Kurdish regional adrministretions, s well s the
largely Kurcish popultion, in northern I strongly oppose millary imterventions by regional
players, including by Turkey, i

Comectly, the Congressional leter adds, “The regional administrations, with the
assistance of U.S. - civil-military personnel, international agencies, Non-Gov
Organizations (NGOS) and local institutions, have the capacity to provide, as necessary, disaster
response and humanitarian assistance to Iragi citizens.” The letter 10 the President also adds,
“Indced, thanks to Allied support, the Kurdish edministrations have successfully governed this

area of raq since 1991, As a result, the circumstances that led o the large refugee flow from
mnhsm Traq twelve years ago are not present today.”

The Members of Congress warn, “The incusion of troops into Iraq from one country

could be the impetus for other nations to follow suit, & scenario that could hinder U.S. militry
cfforts to disarm Saddem Hussein's regime and liberate Iraq.”
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Congress of the Wnited SHtates
THashington, BE 20515

March 24, 2003

The Honorable George W. Bush
‘President of the United States of America
The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

‘Dear Mr. President:

our Nation is at war with the Iraqi regime, we wish to convey our strong
l\wpoﬂﬁ:rhq-mwndmmmdmdvmlmhﬂny Therefore, we are deeply
concerned about the real prospect that countries neighboring Iraq will deploy troops into
that county. - This would ot erve USS. naional secuiy iterests or those of Inq’s

The cxisting Kurdish regional admainistrations, as well as the largely Kurdish

have the capacity to provide, unmn-y and humanitarian assistence
10 Tragi ciizens. - Indeed, tacks 1o Alled suppor, e Kadish adimiisraions have
successfully governed this area of Iraq sinc: 1991. As a rosult, the circumstances that led
o t flow twelve

today.

The incursion of troops into Iraq from one country could be the impetus for other
‘mations to follow sui, a scenario that could hinder U.S. military efforts to disarra Saddsm
Husin's egime md Eberto I Popu!lrmm-ymmlmwand forces that eater

ruled out. Such a situstion could easily destabilize Iraq’s
mdmmymmumfomu & military ffont from this part of the
country. nwmm.nyb-mnummmmmmmmymst.

fighting
Americs npmphuwc“umlnmnﬂmnlcmlmny ‘The US. exit strategy could be
greatly complicated by American ty policy
and engagement beyond fraq.

Kurdish regional administrations have assured semior officials in your
Mmmnnnon.MmbenofConmumdm:mmmhenpmmhmammn



lbmdmlb'whummumammhpmmeﬁlmm that they do not aspire to
Rather, they with to live within an Iraq that is united, democratic and
sedmLUs eradibility in the Middle East will also be called into question if we do tot
¥ long-standing U.S. policy s tervitoriel integrity.

Wo must cnsure that the Fraqi people -~ not regional powers — dictate their own
future. That should bo, if it is not already, stated U.S. policy.

We call on you, M. President,to make it clea to all concomed in th region that
troops 4 to control any part of Iraq,

= Sincerely,
ward L. Berman Doc Hastings :/:
Member of Congress Member of Congress
Edl - Do
Edolphus Towns
Member of Congress ot o of Congress
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Frank Pallone, Jr.
Member of Cangress

CC:  The Honorsble Colin Powell, Secretary of State
‘The Honorable Donald Rumsfeld, Secretary of Defense
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Peto Sessions Jesse L. Jackson, Jr.
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Chris Van Hollen, Jr. .
Member of Cangress Member of Congress

B!mda S Thompeon 1 gob Filner

‘Member of Congress Member of Congress



